4                        PREFACE   BY   THE   AUTHOR.

And blessings on Ms friend, for whose sake He created
the earth and heavens, and on whom He bestowed the
dignity of prophet.

VEKSE.

<c The pure body of Mustafa is an emanation of Divine light,
Tor which reason, it is well known that his body threw no shadow.1
"Where is my capacity, that I should sufficiently speak his praise;
Only with men of eloquence this is an established rule."2

And blessings and salvation be on his posterity, who
lire the twelve Imams.3

YEBSE.

"The praise of G-od and the eulogy of the prophet having here ended;
Now I begin that which is requisite to be done.

0  G-od! for the sake of the posterity of thy prophet,4
Bender this my story acceptable to the hearts of high and low."

The reasons for compiling this work are these, that
in the year of the Hyra, 1215, A.D. 1801, correspond-
ing to the4 Fasli year 1207, in the time of his Excel-

1  The Muhammadans believe that the body of their prophet cast 110
shadow.   Mustafa means " The Chosen," " The Elected," one of Muham-
mad's titles.

2  As a general rule, all Muhammadan books begin with a few sentences
devoted to the praise of G-od and the eulogy of the prophet Muhammad $
to which some add a blessing on the twelve Imams.

3  The twelve Imams are the descendants of the prophet, by his daughter
Fatima, who was married to her cousin-german *Ali, who is considered as
the first Imam}  the other eleven were the following, viz., Hasan, the SOB
of >AU;  Husain, the son of 'Ati; 'AU, surnamed Zainu-l-'J&bicl&n, son of
Husain;  Muhammad, son of the last mentioned;  Jo?far Sadik, son of
Muhammad,-  Musa-L-Kazim, son oiJctfar; *All Raza, son of Musa; Mu-
hammad, son of 'All Raza;   'Ati ''Askari,  son of Muhammad;   Hasan
'Askari:  and lastly Muhammad MaMl.    With regard to this last and
twelfth Imam, some say, very erroneously, that he is yet to appear.    How
the fact is, the twelfth Imam has appeared.   He lived and died like the
rest of the sainthood;   otherwise what would be the use of praying for
him?   The Muhammadans offer up prayers for the dead, but I never
heard of their praying for the unborn.

4  Much nonsense has been written about this Fasti sera.   We are told
that " it dates from the Christian year 592|"! but the fact is that it was